




• AAOMS has been single operator model for many years

• This has been known to the American Society of Anesthesiologists(ASA) and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics(AAP)

• For over 24 years AAOMS has reviewed guidelines for office-based anesthesia with ASA and 
AAP who have been in agreement

• In March 2019, the dental anesthesiologists were recognized as a dental specialty—
American Society of Dental Anesthesiologists(ASDA)



• In June 2019, AAP posted guidelines for pediatric anesthesia

• In July 2019, ASA posted statement regard office based pediatric anesthesia without 
AAOMS consult

• In August/Dec 2019, AAOMS responded to new guidelines/statements

• In March 2020, ASDA released recommended guidelines with descriptive changes



• SADLY THESE DEATHS ARE MORE COMMON THAN YOU MAY THINK.  IN 2011 THERE WERE 8 THAT WERE
REPORTED, WHO KNOWS HOW MANY WERE NOT

• STATE DENTAL BOARDS ARE DOING LITTLE TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC AND EVERYTHING TO MAKE IT EASIER
FOR DENTISTS TO INCREASE THEIR INCOME STREAM BY OFFERING SEDATION.
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Patient 9 years and older Minimum of 2 people 1) Moderate Sedation Permit 
holder 

ACLS training 

2) Second Staff member BLS with training in managing sedation 
emergencies approved by the board

Patients 8 years and younger 
with bidirectional 
communication

Minimum of 2 people 1) Moderate Sedation Permit 
holder with Pediatric 
Endorsement 

PALS training

2) Second staff member BLS and PEARS training

PEARS means Pediatric Emergency Assessment, Recognitions and Stabilization course approved by the American Heart Association 



Patients 8 years and younger 
without bidirectional 
communication

Minimum of 3 people 1) Moderate Sedation Permit 
holder with Pediatric 
Endorsement 

PALS training

Such as a developmental 
disability

2) Second staff member BLS and PEARS training

3a) An independently licensed 
provider 

ACLS, PALS, & PEARS with board approved 
additional training in monitoring and 
managing pediatric sedation emergencies 

3b) A trained auxiliary BLS & PEARS with board approved 
additional training in monitoring and 
managing pediatric sedation emergencies 

PEARS means Pediatric Emergency Assessment, Recognitions and Stabilization course approved by the American Heart Association 



Patient 9 
years and 
older

Minimum of 3 people 1) General Anesthesia Permit 
holder 

ACLS training 

2a) An independently licensed 
provider 

ACLS/PALS and 2 hours of simulation or clinical training every 2 years in assisting 
in the management of deep sedation general anesthesia emergencies 
provided by permit holder or board approved course

2b) A trained auxiliary meeting 
requirements

-28 hours didactic instruction physiology and interpretation of monitoring
-8 hours of didactic instruction in office-based anesthesia and equipment
-4 hours of simulation training in management of emergencies, including 
assisting in advanced airway management
-BLS training (PEARS if documented pediatric emergency)
-14 hours of instruction in dental office anesthesia, 4 hours must include 
simulation training in assisting in the management of emergencies, every 2 years

3) Third staff member BLS training

When the general anesthesia provider is also the operating dentist, the 2nd person 
shall be dedicated to monitoring the patient & relaying vital signs every 5 min or 
when variations noted



Patients 8 
years and 
younger

Minimum of 3 people 1) General Anesthesia Permit 
holder with Pediatric 
Endorsement 

ACLS/ PALS training

2) An independently licensed 
provider 

ACLS/PALS and 2 hours of simulation or clinical training every 2 years in assisting in 
the management of deep sedation general anesthesia emergencies provided by 
permit holder or board approved course

3) Third staff member BLS training

If the operating dentist w/GA Permit determines and documents that an emergency exists (such as a painful abscessed tooth, 
avulsed tooth, alveolar fracture), and a second anesthesia provider is not immediately available that day, the general anesthesia 
permit holder with pediatric endorsement may also provide the dental/oral surgery treatment following the rules for patients 9 
years and older.
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