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Efficacy of neoadjuvant immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICIs) with 
or without chemotherapy (CT) 
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EFS by pCR statusa (primary tumor) in the path-evaluable patient population
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Neoadjuvant is better? At least in Melanoma
• Phase 2 trial, randomly assigned pts with stage IIIB to IVC melanoma that was amenable 

to surgical resection to 3 doses of neoadjuvant pembrolizumab, surgery, and 15 doses of 
adjuvant pembrolizumab (NEO–ADJ) or to surgery followed by pembrolizumab for 18 
doses) for approximately 1 year (ADJ). 

• NEO-ADJ group (154 pts) had longer EFS than the ADJ-only group (159 pts) (P=0.004). 
• EFS at 2 years was 72%   (NEO-ADJ) and 49% (ADJ).
• Grades 3 AEs or higher 12% in the NEO-ADJ and 

14% in the ADJ.
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