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Neoadjuvant Immunotherapy in NSCLC
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Neoadjuvant is better? At least in Melanoma
• Phase 2 trial, randomly assigned pts with stage IIIB to IVC melanoma that was amenable 

to surgical resection to 3 doses of neoadjuvant pembrolizumab, surgery, and 15 doses of 
adjuvant pembrolizumab (NEO–ADJ) or to surgery followed by pembrolizumab for 18 
doses) for approximately 1 year (ADJ). 

• NEO-ADJ group (154 pts) had longer EFS than the ADJ-only group (159 pts) (P=0.004). 
• EFS at 2 years was 72%   (NEO-ADJ) and 49% (ADJ).
• Grades 3 AEs or higher 12% in the NEO-ADJ and 

14% in the ADJ.

Patel S et al. N Engl J Med 2023; 388:813-823
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa2211437



NEOADJUVANT PLUS ADJUVANT (PERIOPERATIVE)
IMMUNOTHERAPY IN NSCLC
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On January 26, 2023, the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) approved pembrolizumab (Keytruda, Merck) for 
adjuvant treatment following resection and platinum-
based chemotherapy for stage IB (T2a ≥4 cm), II, or IIIA 
non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), regardless  PDL1
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Neotorch Study Design

Content of this presentation is the property of the author, licensed by ASCO. Permission required for reuse.



Event-Free Survival Analysis
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Conclusions:

• Neo-adjuvant chemo/immunotherapy is standard of 
care 
• Pre-operative chemo/immunotherapy (Perioperative 

chemo/IO) is becoming standard of care 
• Unlikely that we will have a neo-adjuvant vs. adjuvant or 

neo-adjuvant vs. Perioperative trial results soon



ADJUVANT IMMUNOTHERAPY IN NSCLC
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