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Annual Rates of New Cancers, 2005-2020

Puerto Rico, All Types of Cancer, Male and Female, All Races and Ethnicities

Source - U.S. Cancer Statistics Working Group. U.S. Cancer Statistics Data Visualizations Tool, based on 2022 submission data (1999-2020): U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Cancer Institute; https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz, released in 
November 2023.

Incidence: Increasing trend (2005-2020)

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz


Top 10 Cancers by Rates of New Cancer Cases
Puerto Rico, 2016-2020, All Races and Ethnicities

Incidence by sex (2016-2020)

Rate per 100,000 men

Source - U.S. Cancer Statistics Working Group. U.S. Cancer Statistics Data Visualizations Tool, based on 2022 submission data (1999-2020): U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Cancer Institute; https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz, released in 
November 2023.

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz


Top 10 Cancers by Rates of Cancer Deaths
Puerto Rico, 2016-2020, All Races and Ethnicities

Cancer Mortality (2016-2020)

Rate per 100,000 men

Source - U.S. Cancer Statistics Working Group. U.S. Cancer Statistics Data Visualizations Tool, based on 2022 submission data (1999-2020): U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Cancer Institute; https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz, released in 
November 2023.

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz


Annual Rates of Cancer Deaths, 2005-2020
Puerto Rico, All Types of Cancer, Male and Female, All Races and 

Ethnicities

Source - U.S. Cancer Statistics Working Group. U.S. Cancer Statistics Data Visualizations Tool, based on 2022 submission data (1999-2020): U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Cancer Institute; https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz, released in 
November 2023.

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz


Cancer: Leading cause of death in PR (2010-2016) 



Medical Oncology in Puerto Rico

• Two training programs:
• University of Puerto Rico (2 fellows/year)
• SJCH/VAH (Average 3 fellows/year)

• 80-100 practicing oncologists
• Most are Community Oncology Practices
• 1-5 physician groups
• Physician owned, self-standing clinics

• Few are Hospital-Based
• Well distributed throughout the Island: no patient would have to 

drive longer than 30-40 minutes to a clinic



Survey answered by 32 Med Onc (10/2019)



Health Care in Puerto Rico: Medicaid

• Medicaid a.k.a. “Reforma” or “Mi Salud” now revamped “Plan Vital” 
accounts over 1.5 million patients (45-47% of the population)
•  Mainland US much lower
• Run by ASES, a public corporation which in turn sub-contracts with 4 

private insurance companies



Total number of Medicaid and CHIP enrollees as of May 2022, by state

March 2022



Maryland (1.5M enrolled/ 6M population) vs 
Puerto Rico (1.5M enrolled/3.1M population)
Expenditures 12.6 billion vs 2.7 billion





“Cubierta Especial” and pre-authorization 
process

• Cancer is an illness for which a “special coverage” allows for patients 
on active chemotherapy or radiation therapy to get treatment 
“without a referral” from primary physician
• Even with “Cubierta” most chemotherapy medications need to 

undergo pre-authorization process
• Process will vary among the 4 administrators
• Fax-based, time-consuming 
• Some are approved on a month-by-month basis
• Leads to delay in therapy while increasing administrative burden on 

small practices with limited personnel











Medicare in Puerto Rico

• Over 500,000 lives = 20% population
• 75-90% patients are under a Medicare HMO (Medicare Advantage)
• Nearly 100% dual-eligible are under a MA plan
• MMM/PMC (267,000 members)
• Triple SSS
• MCS Classicare
• Humana









“Medicare parity” 

• Increase in 2017 and 2018 Medicare rates are a result of revised GPCI
• These increased rates are representative of the TRUE cost of an 

Oncology practice In Puerto Rico
• Unfortunately applies to only 10-20% of all Medicare patients
• Part B drugs are not adjusted based on locality (shipping, etc not 

taken into account)
• Small practices with less “purchasing power” for competitive drug 

pricing results in high percentage of underwater drugs
• Sequestration applied to drug reimbursement
• Will physicians need to await “Medicare Advantage Parity” to see fair 

reimbursement?



Medicare Rates 
2016 vs 2018

99213 
(2016)

99213
 (2018)

96413 
(2016) 

96413
(2018)

Puerto Rico $ 60.96 $ 74.32
(+20 %)

$ 97.95 $ 145.59
(+ 30%)



Triple SSS Advantage: Rates based on 
Medicare 2018



Other Medicare Advantage Plans’ Rates
are based on Medicare 2016 rates

MA
99213

Medicare
99213 (2022)

MA
96413

Medicare
96413 (2022)

Puerto Rico $ 60.96
(-35%)

$ 92.35 $ 97.95 
(-30%)

$ 141.03



Medicare Advantage

• What business owner would want their rates cut by 30-35%?
• Rates for 2022 on most MA remain at 2016 Medicare FFS
• Difficult to lobby on an individual level



Other issues:
Medications



Drug reimbursement: Medicaid and Privates

• Unclear as to where information is obtained
• Medicare ASP drug prices should NOT be the standard for local plans



Use of Specialty Pharmacy

• Most are in Metro-San Juan Area
• Limited access for patient-pharmacy interaction
• Increases administrative burden to physician’s office (which is NOT billable)
• Pre-authorization process tedious
• Poor communication between pharmacy and insurance company
• Increasing steps results in delay of therapy
• However, SP still necessary with increasing drug prices















AHOMPR:

• Participación en:
• Participacion Reunión Junta Asesora Oncologia
• Comite de Tarifación y Contratación – Oficina Comisionado de Seguros PR
• Comité Farmacia ASES
• Junta de Procuraduría del Paciente 
• Junta Sociedad Americana Contra el Cancer
• Coalición de Control de Cancer de Puerto Rico



THANKS


