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Debate: Is Perioperative Immunotherapy the New

Standard of Care? No! (Well, Maybe)



I could not find any embarrassing pictures of Dr. 
Sanborn anywhere!

This is highly suspicious!



Why is this poster next to 
a liquid Nitrogen tank?

Why am I 
pointing 
to tonsils?



Is there a standard of care that applies to every 
tumor? 

• Probably not

• Tumors with actionable genomic alterations were excluded in all trials 
(Except in KN-671)

• Majority of patients have stage 3 disease 

• PD-L1 expression is associated with better outcomes







Table Credit: Jessica Donington





Forde P, et al. ELCC 2023

Wakelee H et al. N Engl J Med 2023

KEYNOTE-671

Overall survival

CheckMate 816

Felip E, et al. Ann Oncol 2023

O’Brien M, et al. Lancet Oncol 2022



Comparing the Neoadjuvant Only and 
Perioperative Trials - Study Populations 

CM816              CM77T
64% Stage III            64% Stage III
50% PD-L1+            56% PD-L1+

AEGEAN             KN671
71% Stage III            70% Stage III
67% PD-L1+            65% PD-L1+



Across all these trials, who is doing the heavy lifting?

• Stage III
• PD-L1 >1%

Slide by David Jablons, MD



Pooled Clinical Trial Meta-analysis Data in Stage III



Sub-groups Based on PD-L1 Expression

Greatest benefit in 
PD-L1 >50%

Mild benefit when 
PD-L1 =0%



Are patients with PD-L1 negative 
tumors or those with lower than 
stage III really benefiting form peri-op 
chemo-IO?
Bueller? Bueller? 



pCR is a good indicator of longterm efficacy. 
If we could only predict pCR upfront…..



Is Perioperative Immunotherapy the New
Standard of Care?
• Maybe not in every patient who is diagnosed with early stage lung 

cancer
• Stage and PD-L1 expression play a role in benefit seen across all 

trials
• Tumors with actionable alterations need more investigation
• Predictive biomarkers of long term efficacy are lacking
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