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Purpose of staging

❖ Define disease extent
❖ Prognostication
❖ Guide treatment decisions
❖ Compare treatment options
❖ Communication across treatment 

scenarios
❖ Research



AJCC 8th Edition Staging Manual, T1a



AJCC 8th Edition Staging Manual, T1b



AJCC 8th Edition Staging Manual, T2



AJCC 8th Edition Staging Manual, T3



AJCC 8th Edition Staging Manual, T4



Genomic Characterization  of EC



Genomic Characterization  of EC

Using a combination of;
❖ nucleotide substitutions
❖ MSI 
❖ SCNAs

Endometrial carcinomas were characterized 
into 4 groups;
1. Ultramutated group (POLE-EDM)
2. Hypermutated group (MSH)
3. Copy number low (MSS)
4. Copy number high (Serous-like)
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Genomic Characterization  of EC



Key Research Finding

Approximately 25% of endometrial tumors 
classified as endometrioid by pathologists 

have a molecular phenotype similar to 
uterine serous carcinomas.



2023 Endometrial Cancer staging
by FIGO



STAGE I



STAGE II



STAGE III



STAGE IV





2023 FIGO Staging of Endometrial Cancer,
The Good

Incorporates molecular profile into endometrial cancer staging with the potential 
for improved prognostication and better treatment guidance  



2023 FIGO Staging of Endometrial Cancer,
The Bad

Incorporation of molecular profile into endometrial cancer staging 
does not follow the fundamental principle of cancer staging



2023 FIGO Staging of Endometrial Cancer,
The Ugly

The new endometrial cancer staging has too many substages 
that are not driven by strong evidence therefore unlikely to 

separate prognostically 



SAME PATIENT – DIFFERENT STAGE
Institution A

G2 endometrioid, 3/15 mm DOI, no LVSI, node negative

STAGE IA2

Institution B

CLEAR CELL, 3/15 mm DOI, no LVSI, node negative

STAGE IIC

Institution C

CLEAR CELL, 3/15 mm DOI, no LVSI, node negative, POLE mut

STAGE IAmPOLEmut



ALL Stage IIC*

Clear cell, 1mm DOI, no LVSI

Serous carcinoma, 14/15 mm DOI, ext LVSI

G3 endometrioid, 1/18mm DOI, no LVSI

Carcinosarcoma, 14/15 mm DOI, LVSI>=5, cervix stroma invasion

*unless you have resources to do POLE
MMRd, CN-L/NSMP, other emerging classifiers ignored if POLE wt and p53 wt



In conclusion

❖ The attempt by FIGO to incorporate molecular profile into 
endometrial cancer staging is bold, great and commendable

❖ It is premature
❖ It could have been done better
❖ The new endometrial cancer staging is confusing and difficult 

to use clinically



Thank you
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